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Dear Four Hills Village Neighbors, 

First, I want to sincerely apologize for the recent communication issues. We lost our 

Publications Director, which has put us in a bit of a bind. If anyone would like to 

assist with our publications, we would be very grateful. 

In the meantime, we’ve been using social media platforms—including Facebook 

and Nextdoor—to share important information. Our new neighborhood sign has 

also helped us reach more residents. Thank you for your patience and understanding 

during this transition. We are putting new communication protocols in place to 

ensure that future boards won’t face similar challenges. 

 

Neighborhood Events and Beautification 

This year we’ve continued to focus on community engagement and neighborhood 

beautification. So far in 2025, we’ve hosted: 

• Annual Meeting 

• Community Yard Sale 

• 4th of July Parade 

• Car Show 

• National Night Out 

• Block Party Night Out (in collaboration with the FHN) 

• Shred & Recycle Event 

• Special Cleanup on Four Hills Road 

• We are also proud to now sponsor one of the medians to keep it clean and 

attractive. 

Upcoming Events to Close Out 2025: 

• Halloween Celebration 

• Star Party 

• Holiday Light Contest 

http://www.fhva.org/
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Vice President’s Report by Austin Cummings 

President’s Message by Tim Gallegos 

Ideas for 2026: 

We’re considering adding a scavenger hunt, more block parties, an Easter Egg Hunt, and possibly a 

bike/walk/run benefit—plus other fun activities! If you have suggestions or would like to help, please 

reach out. 

A Final Note 

Remember—it’s up to all of us to make Four Hills Village the best neighborhood in Albuquerque (and 

maybe even the U.S.!). Take a moment to smile and wave at your neighbors; small acts of kindness make 

a big difference in how our community feels. 

Kindness costs nothing but is the richest gift we can give. 

 

Look Up! Second Annual Star Party Set for December 8thGet ready to explore the cosmos right here in our 
neighborhood! We are thrilled to announce the Second Annual Neighborhood Star Party on December 8th. This 
event promises an exciting blend of education and community fun, designed to introduce residents and families to 
the wonders of the night sky. 

The neighborhood association wants to ensure everyone stays cozy while enjoying the celestial show, so hot 
cocoa will be provided throughout the evening to help everyone stay warm. 

What to Expect:A successful star party focuses on engaging the public with science. Attendees can look forward to 
experiencing some fantastic celestial sights. Star parties are known for featuring a cadre of volunteers who bring 
their personal equipment, including a variety of scopes and telescopes, to delight everyone. 

These events are designed to be a big hit with students, parents, and teachers alike. Organized groups specializing 
in educational outreach often focus on making learning fun for kids. 

While viewing the night sky, you might participate in a general orientation to the seasonal night sky, which helps 
identify and describe the objects you may observe through the telescopes. 

Mark your calendars for December 8th and join us for an evening of warm drinks and incredible sights as we look up 
at the wonders above!  Keep an eye on our neighborhood Facebook site and the neighborhood sign for time and 
location details coming soon. 
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Fawns, Fall, and Fresh Beginnings 

As we look forward to the vibrant colors of fall that will soon grace our neighborhood, we’re 
also delighted to share our space with some of our most adorable residents—baby 
deer! These gentle fawns remind us to slow down as we drive through our neighborhood and take a 
moment to appreciate the beauty of the season. Just as nature transitions at its own pace, so too can 
we take time to pause and enjoy the journey. 

We’ve also noticed some of our deer friends showing off new velvet on their antlers—a wonderful 
sign of growth and renewal. It’s a fitting metaphor for our own community as we continue to welcome 
new neighbors and nurture a spirit of togetherness. 

As we watch the deer grow and thrive, let’s also reflect on our own growth and consider becoming 
more involved in our Village Association. Together, we can make our neighborhood even more 
vibrant and connected. 

 

Secretary’s Report by Trisha Korbas 

November meetings set up with the International Baccalaureate directors from Sandia, a teacher from 

Manzano, Eldorado, and tentative dates for middle schools in the school district. ○ These meetings are to 

gather info to put on the Four Hills webpage for families and if they would like to participate in the town hall-

style meeting for parents looking into schools in the area.  

Also, gathering info for local politics from State interim committees and 2025 Special Session  

Education & Youth Affairs Report by Breda Garrity 
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Treasurer’s Report by Herb Wright 

Four Hills Village Association 

Treasurer’s Report 

September 1, 2025 – September 30, 2025 

 

Beginning Balance      Ending Balance 

Business  Checking  $ 10,111.58   $ 9,516.20 

Revenue     

Membership  $ 67.38 

TOTAL REVENUE   $ 67.38 

 Expenses  

         Mail Chimp              $ 13.99 

 Shredding Event  $645.75 

     Banking Fees         3.00 

       TOTAL EXPENSE                 $ 662.74 

Beginning Balance     Ending Balance 

Money Market           $ 8,728.53    $ 8,739.74 

*(includes $3.00 in Banking Fees)  

Cd’s                $ 15,958.53 

 

TOTAL OF ALL 3 ACCOUNTS              $ 34,214.47 

 

 

Monthly Board of Directors Meetings 
 

The FHVA Board meets on the third Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  

at the Singing Arrow Community Center 

These meetings are open to all members. 

We are currently holding hybrid meetings. 

You may either attend in person or online via Zoom.  

Please contact presidentfhva@gmail.comi, if you wish to attend.  

mailto:presidentfhva@gmail.comi
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Government Affairs Report by Jennifer Lopez 

 

 

Albuquerque Community Policing Council 

 
As your FHVA Government Affairs Director, it is my honor and privilege to be a conduit of information 

between all Albuquerque area government entities and the residents of Four Hills Village. I find it quite 

exciting to explore all the different agencies and I am learning a great deal about our city!   

For example, how many of you have heard of the Albuquerque Community Policing Councils (CPC)? There 

are six Community Policing Councils, and they align with the six APD areas of command.  The formation of 

these councils was borne out of a lawsuit that dictates Albuquerque Police Department incorporate more input 

and involvement from community members in the hopes that citizens will have a voice and become 

stakeholders in the safekeeping of our town. Instead of just pointing out what is wrong with our town, we, the 

people, should use our voice for positive change. The directive to the CPCs is to “Communicate, cooperate, 

and collaborate to foster better Community Policing, engagement and to foster better relationships between 

the City and the community.” 

  I applied for and was lucky enough to earn a seat on the Foothills Command Community Policing Council 

(FHCPC).  I can be your voice on the FHCPC!  If you have recommendations, praise, or questions for APD, 

please reach out to me at leftylopez05@gmail.com.   I will carry your comments to the group.  Also, we have 

a public meeting the 2nd Monday of every month at 6pm at the Singing Arrow Community Center.  Feel free 

to come and listen to the guest speakers, which in the past have included Mayor Keller, Doug Small, who is 

Mayor Keller’s Director of Public Affairs, and the management team of the 911 Call Center.  Also, the 

Commander of the Foothills Area Command always shares the latest crime stats and takes questions.  

Please reach out to me if you have any general questions about the Community Policing Councils.  I will do 

my best to find you an answer!   The CPCs may have up to 11 members.  The FHCPC currently holds 8 

members. Are you passionate about community policing, public policy and/or becoming more familiar and 

involved with the operation of Albuquerque’s public safety programs?  Join us! Take a look at the following 

city website-- https://www.cabq.gov/community-policing-council/community-policing-council-application.   I 

look forward to seeing you and hearing from you! 

 

mailto:leftylopez05@gmail.com
https://www.cabq.gov/community-policing-council/community-policing-council-application
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Thanks for all of you who renewed this year! But if you have not yet renewed or are new to the Village, you 

can join any time. Information for joining is here: https://www.fhva.org/membership.html.  

Membership signups for 2026 are rolling in! 

Don’t miss out—renew or sign up today to be part of another great year. 

As part of our ongoing efforts to save money and use your contributions  

more efficiently, we encourage you to consider receiving The Chronically  

by email instead of print. It’s an easy way to help us stretch our  

resources further—just a thought! 

Here’s a recap of our 2025 memberships: 

Household Members - 138 

Contributing Members - 217 

 

 YOUR 
 MEMBERSHIP 
 MATTERS 
 

 YOUR 

Membership Report by Karen Schiffhauer 

 

https://www.fhva.org/membership.html
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We had a good turnout for our FHVA cleanup events coordinated with the CABQ city-wide Spring and 

Fall cleanup campaigns for neighborhood public spaces. Thank you to all who participated. It's nice to 

have such good and helpful neighbors! Some photos taken at the two cleanup locations at the Spring 

cleanup are attached below. Photos from the Fall cleanup campaign will be included in later editions 

of the Chronicle. 

 

 
 

We also had a successful neighborhood shred event on Saturday, 09/06/25, with over 30 residents 

taking advantage of the FHVA-sponsored opportunity. A couple of photos below:  

  
 

Parks & Open Space Report by Paul Yarrington 
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Real Estate Update by James DeMay 
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Security Update by Jennifer Lopez 

 
Security Report 

Gaining knowledge and participating in the solution is the key to solving any problem.  Most of us can agree 

that Albuquerque has a crime problem. If you are like me, you stick your head in the sand and do your best to 

avoid confrontations.  But is that really the best solution?  Ignoring or denying the existence of a problem 

certainly does not make it go away.   

Well, what does??!!  First off, educate yourself on what is currently being done to address the crime in our 

beloved city and neighborhood.  In the last bid for positions, 60% of the sergeants in the Foothills Area 

Command opted to stay in our area.  They are familiar with and are committed to us.  We need to commit to 

them and to their loyalty and effort and do what we can to support them!  How can we do that as simple 

citizens with no law enforcement background?  I know I can start by telling myself to drive calmly and speak 

kindly.  No, I am not saying my speeding gives other drivers permission to perpetrate a crime of road rage 

toward me, but maybe by slowing down, my excessive speed will not serve as an antecedent to someone 

else’s crime. Do what we can to make each encounter with another human a positive one. Don’t create 

stressful situations.  

Hopefully, you have not been the victim of or witness to a crime.  But, if so, were you frustrated with the 

seemingly slow pace of the 911 call?  Do you know the reasons behind their methodical and probing 

questions?  Do you know that a full staff at the 911 Call Center is 42 Call Takers and Dispatchers?  Six noiths 

ago they only had 25!!  Albuquerque’s entire law enforcement community appears to be understaffed.  But 

please know that the staff on duty at the 911 Call Center is doing their very best to get help to you as soon as 

possible.  But to do so they will ask what appears to you to be nonsensical questions.  But do your best to 

calmly answer as they are switching you to dispatchers even as they are speaking to you.  The dispatchers 

then send the appropriate first responders to you and will continue to talk to you while the officers are enroute 

to garner as much information for the responders as possible. The 911 Call Center staff is small, but they are 

mighty!  Just trust them and answer their questions.  Or if you feel so inclined, apply to become the next Call 

Taker or Dispatcher! 

If becoming a 911 Dispatcher is just way too stressful for you, I have another law enforcement job 

opportunity for you!  The APD Crime Prevention Unit is toying with the idea of starting a Dog Walker Watch 

Program.  This program “encourages neighbors out walking their dogs to be extra eyes and ears for law 

enforcement.”   The Department will train you on how to effectively observe and report suspicious behavior, 

all while you are just taking your pup on his daily walk! For more information, contact Laura Kuehn at 

lkuehn@cabq.gov. 

Please neighbors, remember that our neighborhood belongs to us!  It is rare that the good things in life come 

easily.   If we want our city to be a place we can flourish physically, emotionally, and financially, we must be 

willing to invest some time and a bit of our heart and soul into it.  Get to know your neighbors, visit our local 

law enforcement officers during the Coffee with a Cop events, do what you can when you can to invest into 
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Controlled Burns on Kirtland Air Force Base by Lisa (Rusty) Goetz  

       Report from Four Hills Neighbors- A Women’s Organization by Merrill Gallegos 

 

KAB Burns cont’d by Lisa (Rusty) Goetz  

 

Neighborhood News 

 Four Hills Neighbors-A Women’s Organization  
 

FHN is a women’s social group open to any woman who lives in Four Hills village. Our mission is 

to help new neighbors orient themselves to the neighborhood and to help establish social 

relationships amongst the neighbors. We meet as a large group for a luncheon once a quarter, 

and we have smaller activity groups that meet more frequently. We currently have 16 different 

activities and 3 of them include partners. The activities include Happy hours, dinner get 

togethers (Tables of 8 and Ladies Night Out) , wine tasting, book clubs, bowling, bridge, 

gardening, arts and crafts and a mom’s group for women with small children. We try to have 

something that everyone can participate in so they can meet other women in the neighborhood. 

We are always welcoming new members and the first year is free to join and just $30 a year 

after that, $25 if you renew early. Come check us out at our website www.fourhillsneighbors.com 

and join in on the fun. If you would like to join, just click on the membership and you're all set. I 

look forward to seeing you all. Pictures from a very successful Bock Party Night Out below: 

Merrill Gallegos  

President, Four Hills Neighbors 
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A Report from Renee Grout, Albuquerque City Councilor District 9 

…And Now a Few Words from our Elected Officials… 

Update from City Councilor Renée Grout 

Four Hills Sign/Letterboard- With the help of the city and the Four Hills Village Association, Councilor 

Grout had a new letterboard installed on the Four Hills neighborhood sign over the summer. FHVA has 

made great use of it! Next, we’re working on installing a solar light on the PNM pole next to the sign to 

make the message board visible after dark and help prevent vandalism.  

Singing Arrow Park-Councilor Grout celebrated the grand opening of the newly remodeled Singing 

Arrow Park in August. While Singing Arrow wasn’t the oldest park in District 9, it was the most neglected. 

The landscape designers at Groundworks Studios created a new play structure with a nature play theme, 

and took down the opaque fencing open the spectacular view of Tijeras Arroyo.  

In the spring, Parks & Recreation will add a shade structure and a log play area, along with new 

landscaping around the gazebo. This project was made possible with GO Bond funds set aside for District 

9 parks, and state capital outlay from Representative Meredith Dixon and Senator Mimi Stewart. 

Central Business Speaker Series-On October 8, Councilor Grout held the first in a series of community 

speaker forums for business owners along Central Avenue. These businesses face specific challenges that 

are unique to their location, and there are City resources available to help. 

The first session was on crime and public safety, and it featured speakers from APD’s Crime Prevention 

unit and an open discussion with the 30 business owners who participated. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 12, and the topic will be Planning and Zoning. 

For more information, call Rachel Miller at 505-768-3123.  

Recent Legislation: Sobriety-Based Housing Vouchers-In August, Councilor Grout sponsored a 

Resolution that established a pilot program to provide 25 dedicated housing vouchers for unhoused people 

who are exiting treatment for substance abuse disorder. The pilot will include supportive services to help 

people get back on their feet as they continue to recover from addiction. Most City voucher programs are 

low-barrier, but offer limited support for people who want to overcome addiction. This program will fill 

that gap. 
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Biographies of 2026 Board Nominees 

OFFICERS 
President -Tim Gallegos 

Tim: Joined the board in 2024 for the 2nd time. First time on the FHVA board, Tim was Membership committee 
chairperson for 3 years back in 2007.He has been a resident of Four Hills since 2007. Tim was born and went to school 
in Albuquerque. He is currently employed as a Region Manager for an International electronics manufacturer based in 
France. Tim enjoys bike riding, golf, skiing and helping the community. He has a master’s degree in business 

Vice President -Austin Cummings 

Austin joined to help make the neighborhood stronger and more connected. Outside of the neighborhood, Austin is the 

third-generation leader of his family business, Commercial Door Manufacturing, where he focuses on innovation, 

building positive culture, and giving back to the 

Secretary -Trisha Korbas  

Trisha joined our Board in January of 2025 as the Secretary.  She is a Civil Engineer and has lived in the Four Hills 

neighborhood for nine years.  Trisha enjoys summertime by her parent's pool, who also lives in Four Hills.  She is a dog 

mom of two and enjoys walking the neighborhood with them.  

DIRECTORS 

Education and Yourh Affairs- Breda Garrity  

Breda joined our board in March of 2025 as the Education and Youth Director. She has experience in government 
affairs specializing in Y-12 education, conservation, and environmental work. The Legislative Session is her favorite 
time of year! Growing up in Four Hills, she is passionate about making our community feel neighborly and united! 
 

Government Affairs- Jennefer Lopez 
Jennifer moved from Moriarty with her husband, Jess, to Four Hills Village in April 2018 after completing a 25-year 
career in special education. She has served on the board as Vice President. 

Membership- Karen Schiffhauer 
Karen moved to Four Hills in 2024. Her daughter and new grandbaby live nearby. She works at Edward Jones, leading a 
team of project management professionals. With a passion for building strong, connected communities, she looks forward 
to getting to know more neighbors in Four Hills Village. 

 

Parks and Open Space- Paul Yarrington  
Paul joined Sandia Laboratories as a member of the technical staff in 1974 and retired from the lab in 2011. I am still 

working as a consultant for various government agencies. Paul and family lived for several years in the UNM area and 

moved to Four Hills in 1984. Paul frequently hikes in the Open Space adjoining Four Hills and is always helping our 

community.  

Public Relations and Real Estate Director-James DeMay  
James is a third generation Four Hills Village resident with over four years’ experience in real estate. He has served on 
the board since 2022. 

 

Webmaster- Howard Kimberly 
Howard Kimberly is an experienced software engineer with 35 years in the industry, including 30 years at Sandia 
Labs.  Since 2021, he has served as webmaster, applying his extensive technical background to the design, 
development, and management of the FHVA’s website.  A longtime resident, he has lived in Four Hills Village for over 
35 years. 

 
Security- Vacant  
Publishing Director- Vacant 
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The FHVA Sixth Annual Holiday Light Contest 

Hang those lights! 
Brighten the night! 

You could be one of three winners who receive a gift card. 
 

Saturday January 13, 2024 at the Canyon Club  

 

In January 2026, 2025 Members and 2026 Contributing Members will receive an email 
invitation to the 9 AM gathering before the meeting.  

 

The general meeting is open to all FHV residents and will begin at 10 AM 

 

We will also post the details on our website FHVA.org, NextDoor, Facebook, and on the 

entrance sign. If you don’t receive an invitation, please email presidentfhva@gmail.com 
 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Coming Soon!  

Star Party 
 

Saturday, December 
8, 2025 

At the Canyon Club   
6 PM 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

 
F our  H i l l s  V i l l age  As s oc iat i on   

P .O .  B ox  50505  

A lbuque r que ,  NM 87181 - 0505  

 

Annual General Meeting 
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